In a recent Letter [1] (and in ref.
where m i , m j are the corresponding constituent quark masses for the jī trajectory.
As the authors of [1, 2] remark, no unique quark mass can be extracted from (1), and each trajectory α jī (t) rather corresponds to its own set (m i , m j ). The values of m i can be extracted by using the vector meson masses with hidden flavor into Eq. In the last two cases, the discrepancy between the calculated and measured values is ∼ 700 MeV which is an unsatisfactorily large inaccuracy. Thus, the trajectories (1) cannot combine both meson spectroscopy and additivity of intercepts; fixing the parameters m i to reproduce spectroscopy will necessarily result in violation of the intercept additivity constraint. We note that simple constituent quark model relations, e.g., M(B * 
Since the values of intercepts determine the s-dependence of the total cross-sections, σ tot ∝ s α(0)−1 , and the differential cross-section profiles, dσ/dx
, it is among the requirements for the theory to predict the exact numerical values of intercepts.
In ref. [2] , two of the authors notice that since the flavor dependent Regge slope α ′ = α ′ (0)/(1 + Am),m = m i + m j has a large negative derivative for smallm, it appears that the condition on all the slopes in the light quark sector α ′ ∼ 0.8 − 0.9 GeV −2 can be satisfied only with almost exact mass degeneracy in this sector. This fact, as noticed in ref. [2] , prevented the authors from constructing trajectories satisfying additivity of inverse slopes which is another constraint provided by the heavy quark limit [3] , in addition to intercept additivity, which the trajectories (1) do not meet. Although their remark is correct, we disagree that α ′ = α ′ (0)/(1 + Am) is the only form that may be used in order to construct the trajectory. Indeed, as we discuss in [3] , the form α , where α ′ = 0.88 GeV −2 is the standard Regge slope in the light
